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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the Hotel & Hospitality Awards, a prestigiousWelcome to the Hotel & Hospitality Awards, a prestigious
recognition platform designed to celebrate excellence inrecognition platform designed to celebrate excellence in
the hospitality industry. The Hotel & Hospitality Awardsthe hospitality industry. The Hotel & Hospitality Awards
gathers the top leaders and change-makers of thegathers the top leaders and change-makers of the
hospitality industry in Saudi Arabia to recognize and honourhospitality industry in Saudi Arabia to recognize and honour
outstanding achievements, innovations, and contributionsoutstanding achievements, innovations, and contributions
that propel the hospitality industry forward. We thank youthat propel the hospitality industry forward. We thank you
for your continued support and look forward to receivingfor your continued support and look forward to receiving
your applications. Best of luck!your applications. Best of luck!

Welcome to the Hotel & Hospitality Awards, a prestigious
recognition platform designed to celebrate excellence in
the hospitality industry. The Hotel & Hospitality Awards
gathers the top leaders and change-makers of the
hospitality industry in Saudi Arabia to recognize and honour
outstanding achievements, innovations, and contributions
that propel the hospitality industry forward. We thank you
for your continued support and look forward to receiving
your applications. Best of luck!
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Portfolio DirectorPortfolio Director
Evan Schiff
Portfolio Director



Eligible CandidatesEligible CandidatesEligible Candidates
Applications are open to businesses and individuals operating in theApplications are open to businesses and individuals operating in the
hospitality sector, including hotels, resorts, restaurants, and cafes. To behospitality sector, including hotels, resorts, restaurants, and cafes. To be
eligible, applicants must have occupied their current role for a minimum ofeligible, applicants must have occupied their current role for a minimum of
9 months before the application deadline. The application should focus on9 months before the application deadline. The application should focus on
accomplishments achieved within the past year.accomplishments achieved within the past year.

Applications are open to businesses and individuals operating in the
hospitality sector, including hotels, resorts, restaurants, and cafes. To be
eligible, applicants must have occupied their current role for a minimum of
9 months before the application deadline. The application should focus on
accomplishments achieved within the past year.

GENERAL GUIDELINES

Entry feesEntry feesEntry fees
It is free to submit an entry. There are no additional costs throughout theIt is free to submit an entry. There are no additional costs throughout the
competition. If you would like to attend the Hotel & Hospitality Awardscompetition. If you would like to attend the Hotel & Hospitality Awards
Ceremony where the winners are announced, register for the Hotel &Ceremony where the winners are announced, register for the Hotel &
Hospitality Expo Saudi Arabia.Hospitality Expo Saudi Arabia.

It is free to submit an entry. There are no additional costs throughout the
competition. If you would like to attend the Hotel & Hospitality Awards
Ceremony where the winners are announced, register for the Hotel &
Hospitality Expo Saudi Arabia.



Submissions Deadline: Submissions Deadline: (Free to enter)(Free to enter)  
Thursday, 30 July 2026Thursday, 30 July 2026  

Awards Ceremony:Awards Ceremony:  
Thursday, 17 September 2026Thursday, 17 September 2026

Entries must be submitted online throughEntries must be submitted online through
our dedicated awards portal.our dedicated awards portal.

Submissions Deadline: (Free to enter) 
Thursday, 30 July 2026 

Awards Ceremony: 
Thursday, 17 September 2026

Entries must be submitted online through
our dedicated awards portal.

ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES

Entries must relate to individuals operating orEntries must relate to individuals operating or
initiatives organized between 31 May 2025initiatives organized between 31 May 2025

and 1 June 2026.and 1 June 2026.

To be eligible, nominations must beTo be eligible, nominations must be
submitted for events, companies, orsubmitted for events, companies, or

individuals based exclusively within Saudiindividuals based exclusively within Saudi
Arabia.Arabia.

Entries must relate to individuals operating or
initiatives organized between 31 May 2025

and 1 June 2026.

To be eligible, nominations must be
submitted for events, companies, or

individuals based exclusively within Saudi
Arabia.

CLICK HERE TO SUBMIT YOUR ENTRIESCLICK HERE TO SUBMIT YOUR ENTRIES
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WHY ENTER?

Benchmark your
achievements

Be assessed by an
independent jury of
respected hospitality
leaders and
benchmark your
achievements against
the best.

Stand out in 
the industry

Position your hotel,
restaurant, café or
hospitality business
among Saudi Arabia's
leading names and
gain recognition for
your achievements.

Celebrate your 
team

Recognize the people
behind your success and
reward the teams raising
standards in guest
experience, operations
and service excellence.

Connect with 
industry leaders

Meet hospitality leaders,
operators, investors and
decision-makers as the
industry comes together
to celebrate excellence.

Gain industry
recognition

Boost your brand's
visibility through the
awards programme,
event marketing, digital
channels and industry-
wide promotion before,
during and after the
awards.

CLICK HERE TO SUBMIT YOUR ENTRIESCLICK HERE TO SUBMIT YOUR ENTRIES
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HOW TO ENTER

Register online to
view  the
submission forms.

1

Decide on which categorie(s) 
to enter and complete your
submission form(s).

2

You can enter multiple categories!
Make sure all entries are
submitted before 30 July 2026.

3

CLICK HERE TO SUBMIT YOUR ENTRIESCLICK HERE TO SUBMIT YOUR ENTRIES
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2026 AWARD CATEGORIES

INDIVIDUAL
ACHIEVEMENT

AWARDS

INDIVIDUAL
ACHIEVEMENT

AWARDS

Hospitality Leader of the YearHospitality Leader of the Year  
Housekeeping Team of theHousekeeping Team of the
YearYear  
Chef of the YearChef of the Year  
Rising Star of the Year Rising Star of the Year (5(5
years in industry)years in industry)    
F&B Icon of the YearF&B Icon of the Year  
Hospitality Icon of the YearHospitality Icon of the Year  
Executive Leadership TeamExecutive Leadership Team
of the Yearof the Year    

Hospitality Leader of the Year 
Housekeeping Team of the
Year 
Chef of the Year 
Rising Star of the Year (5
years in industry)  
F&B Icon of the Year 
Hospitality Icon of the Year 
Executive Leadership Team
of the Year  

RESTAURANT &
CAFE AWARDS
RESTAURANT &
CAFE AWARDS

Best Fine Dining RestaurantBest Fine Dining Restaurant  
Best Casual DiningBest Casual Dining
RestaurantRestaurant  
Best Café of the YearBest Café of the Year  

Best Fine Dining Restaurant 
Best Casual Dining
Restaurant 
Best Café of the Year 

HOTEL EXCELLENCE
AWARDS 

HOTEL EXCELLENCE
AWARDS 

Luxury Hotel of the YearLuxury Hotel of the Year
Best Business HotelBest Business Hotel
Best Budget HotelBest Budget Hotel

Luxury Hotel of the Year
Best Business Hotel
Best Budget Hotel

SPECIAL INITIATIVES
& PRACTICES

AWARDS

SPECIAL INITIATIVES
& PRACTICES

AWARDS

Award for Best Use ofAward for Best Use of
TechnologyTechnology
Award for EnvironmentalAward for Environmental
ExcellenceExcellence

Award for Best Use of
Technology
Award for Environmental
Excellence
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  Leadership qualities, businessLeadership qualities, business
impact, talent development, andimpact, talent development, and

industry influence.industry influence.

 Leadership qualities, business
impact, talent development, and

industry influence.

Hospitality Leader of the YearHospitality Leader of the Year  Hospitality Leader of the Year 

  Attention to detail, operationalAttention to detail, operational
excellence, guest satisfaction, andexcellence, guest satisfaction, and

team collaboration.team collaboration.  

 Attention to detail, operational
excellence, guest satisfaction, and

team collaboration. 

Housekeeping Team of the YearHousekeeping Team of the Year  Housekeeping Team of the Year 

Creativity, culinary innovation, guestCreativity, culinary innovation, guest
feedback, and team development.feedback, and team development.

Creativity, culinary innovation, guest
feedback, and team development.

Chef of the YearChef of the YearChef of the Year

Potential for growth, creativity,Potential for growth, creativity,
innovation, and early careerinnovation, and early career

accomplishments.accomplishments.

Potential for growth, creativity,
innovation, and early career

accomplishments.

Rising Star of the YearRising Star of the Year
(5 years in industry)(5 years in industry)  

Rising Star of the Year
(5 years in industry) 

Influence on industry trends,Influence on industry trends,
operational excellence, innovation,operational excellence, innovation,

and guest feedback.and guest feedback.

Influence on industry trends,
operational excellence, innovation,

and guest feedback.

F&B Icon of the YearF&B Icon of the YearF&B Icon of the Year

Career impact, leadership, industryCareer impact, leadership, industry
influence, and mentorshipinfluence, and mentorship

contributions.contributions.

Career impact, leadership, industry
influence, and mentorship

contributions.

Hospitality Icon of the YearHospitality Icon of the YearHospitality Icon of the Year

JUDGING CRITERIA
INDIVIDUAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARDSINDIVIDUAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS

Strategic leadership, teamStrategic leadership, team
collaboration, business performance,collaboration, business performance,

and employee engagement.and employee engagement.

Strategic leadership, team
collaboration, business performance,

and employee engagement.

Executive Leadership Team ofExecutive Leadership Team of
the Yearthe Year    

Executive Leadership Team of
the Year  
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Business amenities, guest satisfaction,Business amenities, guest satisfaction,
service innovation, and operationalservice innovation, and operational

excellence.excellence.  

Business amenities, guest satisfaction,
service innovation, and operational

excellence. 

Best Business HotelBest Business HotelBest Business Hotel

Value for money, cleanliness, serviceValue for money, cleanliness, service
quality, and guest satisfaction.quality, and guest satisfaction.  

Value for money, cleanliness, service
quality, and guest satisfaction. 

Best Budget HotelBest Budget HotelBest Budget Hotel

JUDGING CRITERIA
RESTAURANT & CAFÉ AWARDS RESTAURANT & CAFÉ AWARDS 

Quality of cuisine, service standards,Quality of cuisine, service standards,
ambiance, and guest feedback.ambiance, and guest feedback.

Quality of cuisine, service standards,
ambiance, and guest feedback.

Best Fine Dining RestaurantBest Fine Dining RestaurantBest Fine Dining Restaurant

Quality and consistency of food,Quality and consistency of food,
ambiance, guest satisfaction, andambiance, guest satisfaction, and

overall value.overall value.

Quality and consistency of food,
ambiance, guest satisfaction, and

overall value.

Best Casual Dining RestaurantBest Casual Dining RestaurantBest Casual Dining Restaurant Best Café of the YearBest Café of the Year  Best Café of the Year 

Beverage and menu quality,Beverage and menu quality,
ambiance, guest reviews, andambiance, guest reviews, and

innovation.innovation.

Beverage and menu quality,
ambiance, guest reviews, and

innovation.

Service excellence, property design,Service excellence, property design,
amenities, and guest feedback.amenities, and guest feedback.

Service excellence, property design,
amenities, and guest feedback.

Luxury Hotel of the YearLuxury Hotel of the YearLuxury Hotel of the Year

HOTEL EXCELLENCE AWARDS HOTEL EXCELLENCE AWARDS 

CLICK HERE TO SUBMIT YOUR ENTRIESCLICK HERE TO SUBMIT YOUR ENTRIES
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Innovation, operational impact, guestInnovation, operational impact, guest
experience, and measurable outcomes.experience, and measurable outcomes.  

Innovation, operational impact, guest
experience, and measurable outcomes. 

Award for Best Use ofAward for Best Use of
TechnologyTechnology  

Award for Best Use of
Technology 

Innovation, environmental impact,Innovation, environmental impact,
operational effectiveness, andoperational effectiveness, and

scalability of practices.scalability of practices.

Innovation, environmental impact,
operational effectiveness, and

scalability of practices.

Award for EnvironmentalAward for Environmental
ExcellenceExcellence  

Award for Environmental
Excellence 

JUDGING CRITERIA
SPECIAL INITIATIVES & PRACTICES

AWARDS
SPECIAL INITIATIVES & PRACTICES

AWARDS
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JUDGING PROCESS

1 2 3 4 5

ENTRYENTRY  
SUBMISSIONSUBMISSION

ENTRY 
SUBMISSION

VETTINGVETTING  
PROCESSPROCESS
VETTING 
PROCESS

INDIVIDUALINDIVIDUAL  
JUDGINGJUDGING

INDIVIDUAL 
JUDGING

FINALISTSFINALISTS
ANNOUNCEMENTANNOUNCEMENT

FINALISTS
ANNOUNCEMENT

WINNERSWINNERS
ANNOUNCEMENTANNOUNCEMENT

WINNERS
ANNOUNCEMENT

Once the submissionOnce the submission
is complete, theis complete, the

application processapplication process
moves on to the nextmoves on to the next

step.step.

Once the submission
is complete, the

application process
moves on to the next

step.

The applications areThe applications are
screened to ensurescreened to ensure
that the fulfill thethat the fulfill the
eligibility criteria.eligibility criteria.

The applications are
screened to ensure
that the fulfill the
eligibility criteria.

Vetted applicationsVetted applications
are shared with theare shared with the

judges. They willjudges. They will
review thereview the

applications forapplications for
each category,each category,  

then selectthen select  
top 5top 5

candidates.candidates.

Vetted applications
are shared with the

judges. They will
review the

applications for
each category, 

then select 
top 5

candidates.

The shortlistedThe shortlisted
candidates will becandidates will be
announced. Eachannounced. Each

judge will thenjudge will then
award their top 3award their top 3
candidates 1, 2, orcandidates 1, 2, or

3 points.3 points.

The shortlisted
candidates will be
announced. Each

judge will then
award their top 3
candidates 1, 2, or

3 points.

The Finalists with theThe Finalists with the
most points will bemost points will be

announced asannounced as
winners at the Hotelwinners at the Hotel
& Hospitality Awards& Hospitality Awards

Ceremony.Ceremony.

The Finalists with the
most points will be

announced as
winners at the Hotel
& Hospitality Awards

Ceremony.

Our judging panel is composed of esteemed experts from diverse industry sectors and disciplines who between them, hold a plethoraOur judging panel is composed of esteemed experts from diverse industry sectors and disciplines who between them, hold a plethora
of industry-�specific skills and knowledge. The evaluation process is meticulous to ensure fairness and impartiality while maintainingof industry-�specific skills and knowledge. The evaluation process is meticulous to ensure fairness and impartiality while maintaining
strict confidentiality and transparency.strict confidentiality and transparency.  

Our judging panel is composed of esteemed experts from diverse industry sectors and disciplines who between them, hold a plethora
of industry-�specific skills and knowledge. The evaluation process is meticulous to ensure fairness and impartiality while maintaining
strict confidentiality and transparency. 
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Hints & tips
It takes time to write a winning entry
Share the task with colleagues and give your entry 
at least a few weeks before the deadline. 

Answer all questions
Make sure that you answer all questions on the
awards submission portal.

Adhere to the word limit
Your answers should be well phrased and provide
key information that proves why you should win.

Provide concise answers
Carefully read the questions, respond thoughtfully
and proofread and spell-check your answers before
submitting.

Provide evidence
Include supporting documents, videos, facts and
figures to back up your statements and support your
submission. 

CLICK HERE TO SUBMIT YOUR ENTRIESCLICK HERE TO SUBMIT YOUR ENTRIES
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CONTACT USCONTACT USCONTACT US

awards@hotel-hospitalityexpo.comawards@hotel-hospitalityexpo.comawards@hotel-hospitalityexpo.com

thehotelshowsaudiarabia.comthehotelshowsaudiarabia.comthehotelshowsaudiarabia.com

click here to submit your entriesclick here to submit your entriesclick here to submit your entries
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